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is applicable not only to sugar-cane, but also to everyone of
the other major crops of India, such as rice, wheat, maize,
cotton, jute, oilseeds and tobacco.
(b) Sugar-cane cultivation does not in any way make for
special improvement in the quality of the soil or offer special
scope for the provision of irrigation facilities.
It has also been suggested that if there were to be any sub-
stitution on an appreciable scale of rice or wheat or cotton or
any other crop for sugar-cane, "on balance the agricultural
system would be the poorer and the productivity of the soil
less." In support of this claim, it is pointed out that in the
United Provinces improved types of wheat grown after sugar-
cane gave a yield of 30 maunds per acre as against 20 maunds
when the same types are grown after other crops. It is also
mentioned that the cultivation of sugar-cane in the same
province has been responsible for the introduction of a large
number of tube wells driven by oil engines, which would not
be paying propositions without some form of intensive agri-
culture such as is involved in the cultivation of cane.1 But we
may well ask the question, do these facts in any way serve to
support the claim that cane cultivation is of special importance
to the agricultural economy of the country? It has not been
proved either in India or in any other country that the rootlets
of sugar-cane add to the valuable mineral constituents of the
soil in the same way as crops like peas, beans, clover and alfalfa
are known to do. If the cultivation of sugar-cane has been
found to improve the yield of the next following crop in the
rotation, that must be largely due to the heavy manuring and
deeper ploughing of the field in the previous season of cane
cultivation, and since a similar result might be obtained by
deep ploughing and heavy manuring in the case of many other
crops besides sugar-cane, no special merit need or can be
attributed to the latter crop. Nor can the introduction of tube
wells be regarded as depending in a special sense upon the
cultivation of cane. As argued already, it is merely a question
* Report of the Tariff Board on the Sugar Industry, p. 39.